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A letter from our 

CEO/General Manager
Kent Schimke

• Local Impact: Our margins go back into the 
network and our communities, helping improve 
services and support local initiatives.

• Customer Focused: We’re driven by your needs—
not shareholders—so we prioritize quality, 
reliability, and affordability.

Your involvement helps shape our future, and we 
couldn’t do it without you. Thank you for being an 
essential part of our cooperative family!

Season’s Greetings from All of Us 
As the year winds down, we want to take a 
moment to wish you a Happy Halloween, a joyful 
Thanksgiving, and a very Merry Christmas. This 
�X�J�F�X�T�S���N�X���F�Q�Q���F�G�T�Z�Y���W�J�+�J�H�Y�N�T�S���F�S�I���L�W�F�Y�N�Y�Z�I�J�����F�S�I���\�J�c�W�J��
truly thankful for each and every one of you.

Your support and engagement have helped us grow 
and thrive over the years. We’re proud of what we’ve 
accomplished together and excited for what’s ahead.

Warmest wishes to you and your family this holiday 
season!

Celebrating 75 Years — Thank You for Joining Us!  
We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who joined us for our 75th Annual Meeting and 
Regional Meetings this year. It was wonderful 
to connect with so many of you across our 
communities!

In September, we hosted regional meetings in 
Ashley, Edgeley, Gwinner, and Marion. Members 
had the chance to hear updates from our leadership 
�Y�J�F�R�����N�S�H�Q�Z�I�N�S�L���M�N�L�M�Q�N�L�M�Y�X���K�W�T�R�������������F�S�I���F���*�S�F�S�H�N�F�Q��
overview. We also introduced our exciting new 
StreamTV service and gave a live demo—thank you 
for your great questions and feedback!

Your presence and participation made these 
gatherings truly special, and we’re grateful for your 
continued support.

October is Cooperative Month — Celebrating What 
Makes Us Unique 
As Cooperative Month comes to a close, it’s a great 
�Y�N�R�J���Y�T���W�J�+�J�H�Y���T�S���\�M�F�Y���N�Y���R�J�F�S�X���Y�T���G�J���U�F�W�Y���T�K���F��
cooperative. When you’re a member, you’re not just a 
customer—you’re an owner. That’s something worth 
celebrating!

�-�J�W�J���F�W�J���O�Z�X�Y���F���K�J�\���T�K���Y�M�J���G�J�S�J�*�Y�X���T�K���G�J�N�S�L���U�F�W�Y���T�K���T�Z�W��
cooperative:

• Member Ownership: You have a voice in how we 
operate, and we’re always working to serve your 
best interests.

Photo by: Katherine Plessner

Kent Schimke, CEO/GM
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DRN Board President Ralph Neu and Kent Schimke, 
DRN CEO/general manager updated approximately 
400 members and guests who attended the 
�R�J�J�Y�N�S�L���T�S���Y�M�J���*�S�F�S�H�N�F�Q���M�J�F�Q�Y�M���T�K���Y�M�J���H�T�T�U�J�W�F�Y�N�[�J����
In honor of the cooperative difference and their 
guiding principles, this year’s annual meeting 
theme was ‘Co-Op Strong: Connecting Members, 
Empowering Lives, Broadband Solutions.’

At the meeting, Troy Radermacher, CFO, shared 
net margins for 2024 were over $10 million. Neu 
reported the cooperative returned over $3 million 
in capital credits to members in 2024. “Through the years, our mission and vision have evolved, but our purpose 
remains constant: connecting members and enriching lives with advanced broadband solutions,” said Neu. 

DRN CEO/GM Kent Schimke reports 2024 
highlights to members during DRN’s 75th 
Annual Meeting held at the Ellendale Public 
School on October 16. 

Ralph Neu, Ashley; Paul Olson, Forbes and Rod 
Buck, Oakes were re-elected to the Dickey Rural 
Telephone Cooperative (DRN) Board of Directors 
at its 75th Annual Meeting held on Oct. 16 at 
Ellendale Public School.

ANNUAL REPORT CORRECTION: 
We sincerely apologize for the omission of David 
Wyatt’s photo in our printed Annual Report. This 
oversight was unintentional, and we deeply regret 
the error. We value every member of our team and 
recognize the importance of representing everyone’s 
contributions. David has been a valued member 
of our team since March of this year. A corrected 
version is available in our digital edition on our 
website.

David Wyatt
Outside Network 
Operations Specialist (ONOS)

�������������������������������
���������
	�
�	������������
CO-OP STRONG

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF INNOVATION
Annual Meeting Recap

THANK YOU MEMBERS & GUESTS  
FOR ATTENDING!



4

Celebrating 75 Years Together
THANK YOU FOR MAKING IT UNFORGETTABLE

�&�X���\�J���W�J�+�J�H�Y���T�S���Y�M�J���N�S�H�W�J�I�N�G�Q�J���O�T�Z�W�S�J�^���T�K���T�Z�W���H�T�T�U�J�W�F�Y�N�[�J���T�[�J�W���Y�M�J���U�F�X�Y��
�������^�J�F�W�X�����\�J���F�W�J���*�Q�Q�J�I���\�N�Y�M���L�W�F�Y�N�Y�Z�I�J���K�T�W���Y�M�J���R�J�R�G�J�W�X���\�M�T���M�F�[�J���R�F�I�J��
this milestone truly special. Your participation in our anniversary events 
�\�F�X���F���U�T�\�J�W�K�Z�Q���W�J�R�N�S�I�J�W���T�K���Y�M�J���X�Y�W�J�S�L�Y�M�����Z�S�N�Y�^�����F�S�I���X�U�N�W�N�Y���Y�M�F�Y���I�J�*�S�J���T�Z�W�� 
cooperative.

Each event was enriched by your presence, your stories, and your  
�X�Z�U�U�T�W�Y�����<�M�J�Y�M�J�W���^�T�Z���F�Y�Y�J�S�I�J�I���T�Z�W���J�[�J�S�Y�X�����X�M�F�W�J�I���^�T�Z�W���R�J�R�T�W�N�J�X�����O�T�N�S�J�I��
us in person, or participated virtually, your connection helped create 
moments that will motivate us for years to come.

�<�J���X�F�\���*�W�X�Y�M�F�S�I���M�T�\���T�Z�W���H�T�T�U�J�W�F�Y�N�[�J���N�X���R�T�W�J���Y�M�F�S���O�Z�X�Y���F�S���.�S�Y�J�W�S�J�Y��
provider—it’s a family. The laughter, the conversations, the shared meals, 
and the heartfelt acknowledgments all spoke to the deep connections 
we’ve built together. Your commitment to our mission and values  
continues to inspire us as we look ahead to the future.

As we move forward, we carry with us the energy and optimism that you 
brought to our 75th anniversary. Thank you for being part of this historic 
celebration and for everything you do to support and strengthen our 
cooperative.

Here’s to the next chapter—together.

BINGO WINNERS

Dickey  
County  
Fair

Sargent  
County  
Fair

Ransom  
County  
Fair



�1�J�F�W�S���R�T�W�J���F�Y���I�W�S���H�T�T�U���\�N�*
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Pat L.  •  ASHLEY

ASHLEY

Linda J.  •  GWINNER

GWINNER

Chad L.  •  MARION

MARION

REGIONAL MEETINGS  
A SUCCESS
Thank you to all the members who attended our September Regional 
Meetings in Ashley, Edgeley, Gwinner and Marion. Attendees received 
updates from our CEO/General Manager Kent Schimke on the 
cooperative’s progress, while our CFO, Troy Radermacher, shared the 
�Q�F�Y�J�X�Y���*�S�F�S�H�N�F�Q���W�J�U�T�W�Y�����&�K�Y�J�W���Y�M�J���G�Z�X�N�S�J�X�X���U�T�W�Y�N�T�S�����T�Z�W���Y�J�F�R���X�M�T�\�H�F�X�J�I��
a demo of our new TV service, DRN ReadiTech StreamTV. A drawing 
was held for a 75” TV at each meeting, winners are below. Not pictured 
is our Edgeley winner, Dorothy B from Berlin. 
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Donations will be given to local food pantries. Valid until Nov. 28, 2025. Call 344-5000 for more details.

   

YEARS OF SERVICE

Get Gig!
Donate 5+ cans

and get a Gig!

Visit drn.coop  to learn more.

This November, donate 5 or more canned 
goods at any DRN ReadiTech o�ce and 
receive a free upgrade to Gig-speed  
Internet for the month of December!

Help Your Community. Power Your Connection.Help Your Community. Power Your Connection.

GIVE GOODS

Going south for the winter and wondering what to do with your telecommunications services while you’re 
gone? DRN offers vacation rates for customers who leave their residence for less than six months. 

You can lower your monthly bill by putting your services on vacation rate. To place your service on vacation 
rate, simply call DRN at 344-5000 to sign up or request online at drn.coop. A one-time service fee of $25  
applies. There is no charge to reconnect within six months of placing service on vacation rate.

VACATION RATES FOR SNOWBIRDS
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APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 28, 2026.  

For more details and to apply online, visit drn.coop/scholarship

Attention parents of high school seniors (or students)!

DRN is passionate about supporting area youth and is proud to announce it will continue its Scholarship Program 
in 2026 and will again participate in the Foundation for Rural Services (FRS) Scholarship. Students will need to 
complete both online applications separately.  

Watch for a new scholarship application at drn.coop. DRN will begin accepting applic ations December 15, 
2025 for the 2026 scholarship program.

High school seniors are eligible if they attend a high school in one of the Cooperative exchanges and/or their 
parents or guardians are DRN subscribers. DRN awards a $500 scholarship to two graduating seniors from 
each of the high schools in our territory. Applicants also must plan to attend an accredited college, university 
or vocational school and indicate an interest in returning to a rural community following graduation to further 
their career. Students meeting these criteria are encouraged to apply. DRN will also award a scholarship to a 
student attending the Southeast Regional Career & Technology Center and to a student majoring in business 
administration at Trinity Bible College (TBC). 

2026 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Scan with your  
smartphone to 
complete the  
applications. 

NEW LISTINGS
Dickey 778
City of Dickey .......................778-7323

Edgeley 493 
Ramona Kelsh ......................493-2502

Ellendale 349 
Rooster’s Corner ..................349-2337
Fellows ....................................349-2379

Gwinner 678 
City of Gwinner Auditors O�ce 
................................................... 678-3815

This will be our FINAL  
printed newsletter.  

Interested in a class to learn 
about our new TV platform?   
Gather 10 friends and family, pick a 
date, time and location — our experts 
will be there! 
 
Call 344-5000 to schedule.

Due to changing costs and online communication preferences, 
�Y�M�N�X���N�X���T�Z�W���*�S�F�Q���U�W�N�S�Y�J�I���S�J�\�X�Q�J�Y�Y�J�W�����9�T���L�J�Y���Y�M�J���Q�F�Y�J�X�Y���S�J�\�X���F�S�I�� 
updates from DRN ReadiTech, visit our website, our Facebook 
page, local newspapers and look for messages on your bill.  



8

DRN & Partners to Open Ellendale Childcare 
Center in 2026
DRN is excited to announce the opening of the Ellendale Childcare Center in Ellendale, ND. DRN recently 
purchased the building owned by Dr. Craig Kendall, a chiropractor who practiced in Ellendale for 40 years and 
retired in September 2025. Despite efforts to sell his practice to another chiropractor, there was no interest, so 
Dr. Kendall sold the building to DRN ReadiTech. DRN will serve as the landlord for the Ellendale Childcare Center, 
which will be owned and operated by Sheila Kriewald, who has extensive experience in managing childcare 
centers. Verla Jung, Start-up and Community Engagement Coordinator for Child Care Aware of North Dakota, 
has also been instrumental in organizing this project.

The childcare center will be licensed and open to the public, with the capacity 
�Y�T���H�F�W�J���K�T�W���Z�U���Y�T���X�J�[�J�S�Y�^���*�[�J���H�M�N�Q�I�W�J�S�����I�J�U�J�S�I�N�S�L���T�S���F�L�J�����F�I�Z�Q�Y���Y�T���H�M�N�Q�I���W�F�Y�N�T�X����
square footage, and point levels. DRN is proud to support the community 
by providing the building and overseeing the remodeling process. “We are 
thrilled to contribute to the well-being of our community by supporting the 
establishment of the Ellendale Childcare Center,” said Kent Schimke, DRN 
�(�*�4���,�J�S�J�W�F�Q���2�F�S�F�L�J�W�����9�M�N�X���N�S�N�Y�N�F�Y�N�[�J���S�T�Y���T�S�Q�^���G�J�S�J�*�Y�X���Y�M�J���K�F�R�N�Q�N�J�X���N�S���*�Q�Q�J�S�I�F�Q�J��
and surrounding area but also aligns with DRN’s mission to enhance the 
quality of life for its employees and the wider community.

Recognizing the community’s need for a childcare center, DRN has taken 
steps to address the childcare shortages experienced by many of its 
employees over the years, which have been a deterrent to hiring new staff or 
�W�J�Y�F�N�S�N�S�L���X�Y�F�K�K�����3�T�W�Y�M���)�F�P�T�Y�F���N�X���K�F�H�N�S�L���F���X�N�L�S�N�*�H�F�S�Y���H�M�N�Q�I�H�F�W�J���X�M�T�W�Y�F�L�J�����\�N�Y�M��
�R�F�S�^���K�F�R�N�Q�N�J�X���X�Y�W�Z�L�L�Q�N�S�L���Y�T���*�S�I���F�K�K�T�W�I�F�G�Q�J���F�S�I���F�H�H�J�X�X�N�G�Q�J���H�F�W�J�����F�X���W�J�U�T�W�Y�J�I���G�^���3�T�W�Y�M���)�F�P�T�Y�F���1�N�[�N�S�L�����&�H�H�T�W�I�N�S�L��
�Y�T���Y�M�J���3�)���-�J�F�Q�Y�M�������-�Z�R�F�S���8�J�W�[�N�H�J�X���(�M�N�Q�I���(�F�W�J���5�W�T�*�Q�J�������������
���T�K���H�M�N�Q�I�W�J�S���Q�N�[�N�S�L���N�S���)�N�H�P�J�^���(�T�Z�S�Y�^���F�L�J�X�����������M�F�[�J��
�U�F�W�J�S�Y�X���N�S���Y�M�J���Q�F�G�T�W���K�T�W�H�J�����W�J�X�Z�Q�Y�N�S�L���N�S���F�U�U�W�T�]�N�R�F�Y�J�Q�^�����������H�M�N�Q�I�W�J�S���S�J�J�I�N�S�L���H�M�N�Q�I�H�F�W�J���I�Z�J���Y�T���U�F�W�J�S�Y�X���N�S���Y�M�J��
workforce. However, the capacity of state-licensed childcare programs is only 263.

Mertz Lumber has been contracted as the general contractor to remodel the facility, transforming it from a 
�H�M�N�W�T�U�W�F�H�Y�N�H���T�K�*�H�J���Y�T���F���H�M�N�Q�I�H�F�W�J���H�J�S�Y�J�W�����9�M�J���S�J�\���K�F�H�N�Q�N�Y�^���\�N�Q�Q���K�J�F�Y�Z�W�J���W�T�T�R�X���I�J�X�N�L�S�J�I���K�T�W���N�S�K�F�S�Y�X�����Y�T�I�I�Q�J�W�X�����5�W�J���0����
and after-school programs, as well as a commercial kitchen and a fenced playground. Sheila and Verla are 
�F�H�Y�N�[�J�Q�^���F�U�U�Q�^�N�S�L���K�T�W���L�W�F�S�Y�X���Y�T���X�J�H�Z�W�J���Y�M�J���S�J�H�J�X�X�F�W�^���J�V�Z�N�U�R�J�S�Y���K�T�W���Y�M�J���H�J�S�Y�J�W�����\�N�Y�M���Y�M�J���L�T�F�Q���T�K���T�U�J�S�N�S�L���N�S���Y�M�J���*�W�X�Y��
quarter of 2026.

Sheila Kriewald has 30 years of dedicated experience in education, including 20 years of owning and operating 
childcare centers. Her educational background includes a degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education, 
along with a master’s in educational leadership. She is deeply committed to building partnerships with families 
to support each child’s growth, development, and success. Sheila is excited to collaborate with DRN and the 
Ellendale community to create meaningful opportunities for children and families.

"We are thrilled to  
contribute to the well- 

being of our community  
by supporting the  

establishment of the  
Ellendale Childcare  

Center,” 

DRN CEO/GM  

Kent Schimke  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9.



Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative (DRN) is a 
recipient of federal financial assistance from the 
Rural Utilities Service, an agency of the U.S.  
Department of Agriculture, and is subject to the 
provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, as amended and the rules and regulations of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture which provide 
that no person in the United States on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age or disability shall 
be excluded from participation, in admission or 
access to, denied the benefits of or otherwise be 
subjected to discrimination under any of this  
organization’s programs or activities. 

The person responsible for coordinating the  
nondiscrimination compliance efforts of this  
organization and subsidiaries is Kent Schimke, 
general manager. Any individual, or specific class 
of individuals, who feels that this organization has 
subjected them to discrimination may obtain  
further information about the statutes and  
regulations listed above from and/or file a written 
complaint with this organization; or USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten  
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,  
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 
�
�[�T�N�H�J���T�W���9�)�)�������(�T�R�U�Q�F�N�S�Y�X���R�Z�X�Y���G�J���K�N�Q�J�I���\�N�Y�M�N�S����������
days after the alleged discrimination.  
Confidentiality will be maintained to the extent 
possible.

Statement of  
Non-Discrimination

Effective Sept. 1,  the FCC’s back-up power  
obligations found in Section 9.20 of its rules 
expired. DRN, a covered provider, will no longer be 
required to offer subscribers the option to purchase 
standby battery backup power. Covered providers 
will also no longer be required to offer to install 
battery backup units or other power sources.  
�+�Z�W�Y�M�J�W�����X�Z�G�X�H�W�N�G�J�W���S�T�Y�N�*�H�F�Y�N�T�S�X���F�Y���Y�M�J���U�T�N�S�Y���T�K���X�F�Q�J��
�F�S�I���F�S�S�Z�F�Q���X�Z�G�X�H�W�N�G�J�W���S�T�Y�N�*�H�F�Y�N�T�S�X���F�W�J���S�T���Q�T�S�L�J�W��
required.

Suggested replacement includes a UPS or wall 
wart power supply. 

Additionally, DRN wants to highlight the impressive 
contributions of Verla Jung, whose extensive 
�J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J���N�S���Y�M�J���J�F�W�Q�^���H�M�N�Q�I�M�T�T�I���J�I�Z�H�F�Y�N�T�S���*�J�Q�I��
is truly remarkable. With over four decades of 
experience, Verla brings a deep understanding of the 
challenges and opportunities facing communities 
today. She has spent 14 years operating a childcare 
�U�W�T�L�W�F�R�����L�F�N�S�N�S�L���*�W�X�Y�M�F�S�I���J�]�U�J�W�N�J�S�H�J���N�S���U�W�T�L�W�F�R��
management and child development. For the past 
30 years, Verla has served as a consultant at Child 
Care Aware, where she works closely with start-up 
programs, state leaders, and local stakeholders to 
address the growing childcare shortage. 

Through strategic partnerships and community 
engagement, Verla helps identify and implement 
solutions that support the development of high-quality 
childcare programs. She understands that a lack 
of accessible, affordable childcare — coupled with 
�\�T�W�P�K�T�W�H�J���F�S�I���M�T�Z�X�N�S�L���X�M�T�W�Y�F�L�J�X���_���H�F�S���X�N�L�S�N�*�H�F�S�Y�Q�^��
hinder community growth and sustainability. Verla’s 
mission is to help communities overcome these 
barriers and build stronger, more resilient systems 
that support families and economic development. 
Her expertise and dedication serve as an invaluable 
resource in our ongoing efforts to improve childcare 
accessibility and quality.

DRN looks forward to welcoming children and families 
to the Ellendale Childcare Center and is grateful for 
the dedication of everyone involved in making this 
vision a reality. Together, we are laying the foundation 
for a brighter future in Ellendale and its surrounding 
communities, one where every child has the 
opportunity to thrive and every family feels supported. 
Stay tuned for more updates as we approach our grand 
opening in early 2026.

For more information regarding the Ellendale 
Childcare Center, email Sheila at ellendalechildcare@
gmail.com.

Ellendale Childcare  
Center CONTINUED

Battery Backup  
Requirement Change

9
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providers and their subscribers. 
They have already partnered with 
50+ rural broadband providers, 
interconnecting them by delivering 
esports ecosystems and 
simulation game leagues. 

Tournaments for Top Titles  
By DRN ReadiTech partnering 
with FGN, starting this holiday 
season, you will have access to 
weekly gaming tournaments for 
some of the most popular games 
on every platform. Compete in free 
tournaments for prizes in games 
such as Minecraft, Overwatch 2, 
Rocket League, Valorant, Super 
Smash Bros., and many more!

Join The Action 
We are so excited to bring this 
opportunity to our gaming 
community. With weekly 
tournaments, popular titles, prizes, 
and no extra cost, there has never 
been a better time to get in on 
the action. Check out our DRN 
ReadiTech Facebook page to learn 
more about when this service will 
become live and for upcoming 
event details.

Gaming is now the #1 media 
channel with 3.4 billion global 
players. If you aren’t a gamer 
yourself, you probably know 
someone who is. 

Now imagine the gamer in your life 
being able to compete in exclusive 
gaming tournaments and events 
every single week for free. At 
DRN ReadiTech, we are excited 
to announce our partnership with 
the Fiber Gaming Network, giving 
customers on our 500 MB/500 MB 
Internet package or higher, access 
to free gaming competitions for all 
their favorite titles. 

Empowering Rural Gamers 
Rural gamers often feel overlooked 
and as if they lack competitive 
gaming opportunities. At DRN 
ReadiTech, we believe rural 
communities deserve the same 
cutting-edge gaming experiences 
as everyone else. The team at 
the Fiber Gaming Network (FGN) 
share this sentiment and that is 
why they have created a national 
�L�F�R�N�S�L���U�Q�F�Y�K�T�W�R���X�U�J�H�N�*�H�F�Q�Q�^��
�I�J�X�N�L�S�J�I���K�T�W���W�Z�W�F�Q���*�G�J�W���.�S�Y�J�W�S�J�Y��

GAME ON! 
Join Fiber Gaming Network

DRN Joins Nationwide  
Fiber Gaming Network

STEP 1: CREATE YOUR FREE  
ACCOUNT Go to  
FiberGamingNetwork.com  
and select DRN from the  
drop down to register. 

STEP 2: CONNECT YOUR  
DISCORD The Fiber Gaming 
Network Discord is where 
you’ll �nd communication and 
details for individual gaming 
events.  Have questions? Ask 
on the FGN Discord. 

STEP 3: ENSURE DISCORD  
NOTIFICATIONS ARE TURNED 
ON  This is how the FGN will 
send you instructions for  
getting into lobbies and how 
they will notify you that it’s 
almost time for your match. 

STEP 4: REGISTER FOR EVENTS 
IN THE FGN PORTAL Once 
you’ve registered there, the 
FGN will generate everything 
you need to join and send it to 
you in Discord.

STEP 5: LOG ON EARLY AND 
GET READY TO PLAY! 
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PO Box 69  
Ellendale, ND 58436

This institution is an equal-opportunity provider and employer.

�1�W�T���Q�H�“�E�G�U���Y�K�N�N���D�G���E�N�Q�U�G�F���V�J�G�� 
following days for our staff to  
spend time with loved ones: 

Veteran’s Day  •  Tuesday, Nov. 11
Thanksgiving  •  Thursday, Nov. 27
          & Friday, Nov. 28
Christmas Day  •  Thursday, Dec. 25
New Year’s Day •  Thursday, Jan. 1

  
& thank you for  
being a member!

Happy holidays


