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A letter from our

CEO/General Manager
Kent Schlmke

Celebrating 75 Years — Thank You for Joining Us! * Local Impact: Our margins back ito th

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone network and our communities, helping improve
who joined us for our 75th Annual Meeting and services and support local initiatives.

Regional Meetings this year. It was wonderful
to connect with so many of you across our
communities!

e Customer Focused: We're driven by your needs—
not shareholders—so we prioritize quality,
reliability, and affordability.

In September, we hosted regional meetings in
Ashley, Edgeley, Gwinner, and Marion. Members
had the chance to hear updates from our leadership

Your involvement helps shape our future, and we
couldn’t do it without you. Thank you for being an
essential 'g_art of our cooperatlve family!

YIJFR NSHQZINSL MNLMQNLMYX KWTR *SFSHNFQ
overview. We also introduced our exciting new Season’s Greetings from All of Us
StreamTV service and gave a live demo—thank you As the year winds down’ we want to take a
for your great questions and feedback! moment to wish you a Happy Halloween, a joyful
L Thanksgiving, and a very Merry Christmas. This
Your presence and participation made these XJFEXTS NX FQO FGTZY WJ+JHYNTS F:

gatherings truly special, and we’re grateful for your

) truly thankful for each and every one of you.
continued support.

Your support and engagement have helped us grow
and thrive over the years. We're proud of what we've
accomplished together and excited for what’s ahead.

October is Cooperative Month — Celebrating What
Makes Us Unique

As Cooperative Month comes to a close, it's a great
YNRJ YT WJI+JHY TS \MFY NY RJFSX Warnfedt wishe¥ 16 ybikarkd your family this holiday
cooperative. When you’re a member, you're not just a season!

customer—you’re an owner. That's something worth

celebrating!

)
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cooperative:
Kent Schimke, CEO/GM
* Member Ownership: You have a voice in how we
operate, and we’re always working to serve your
best interests.

2 Photo by: Katherine Plessner



CO-OPSTRONG__

Telephon€ Cooperative (DRN)Board of Directors
at its 75th Annual Meeting held on Oct. 16 at
Ellendale Public School.

DRN Board President Ralph Neu and Kent Schimke,

DRN CEO/general manager updated approximately

400 members and guests who attended the

RJJYNSL TS YMJ *SFSHNFQ MJFQ:F

In honor of the cooperative difference and their

guiding principles, this year's annual meeting DRN CEO/GM Kent Schimke reports 2024
theme was ‘Co-Op Strong: Connecting Members, highlights to members during DRN’s 75th
Empowering Lives, Broadband Solutions.’ Annual Meeting held at the Ellendale Public

. School on October 16.
At the meeting, Troy Radermacher, CFO, shared

net margins for 2024 were over $10 million. Neu
reported the cooperative returned over $3 million

in capital credits to members in 2024. “Through the years, our mission and @ion have evolved, but our purpose
remains constant: connecting members and enriching lives with advanced bradband solutions,” said Neu.

E Ly

ANNUAL REPORT CORRECTION:

We sincerely apologize for the omission of David

Wyatt’s photo in our printed Annual Report. This

oversight was unintentional, and we deeply regret

the error. We value every member of our team and

recognize the importance of representing everyone’s V
contributions. David has been a valued member =y
of our team since March of this year. A corrected David Wyatt

version is available in our digital edition on our Outside Network
website Operations Specialist

THANK YOU MEMBERS & GUESTS

FOR ATTENDING!




Celebrating 75 Years Together
THANK YOU FOR MAKING IT UNFORGETTABLE = IN[eIORAININ =4 =
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this milestone truly special. Your participation in our anniversary events
\FX F UT\JWKZQ WJIJRNSIJW TK YMJ XYWJSLYM
cooperative.

Each event was enriched by your presence, your stories, and your
XZUUTWY <MJYMJIJW ~TZ FYYJSIJI TZW J[JSYX
us in person, or participated virtually, your connection helped create
moments that will motivate us for years to come.

<J XF\ *WXYMFSI MT\ TZW HTTUJWFYN[J NX RT
provider—it's a family. The laughter, the conversations, the shared meals,
and the heartfelt acknowledgments all spoke to the deep connections
we've built together. Your commitment to our mission and values

continues to inspire us as we look ahead to the future.

As we move forward, we carry with us the energy and optimism that you
brought to our 75th anniversary. Thank you for being part of this historic
celebration and for everything you do to support and strengthen our
cooperative.

Here’s to the next chapter—together.




REGIONAL MEETINGS
A SUCCESS

Thank you to all the members who attended our September Regional
Meetings in Ashley, Edgeley, Gwinner and Marion. Attendees receive(
updates from our CEO/General Manager Kent Schimke on the
cooperative’s progress, while our CFO, Troy Radermacher, shared the
QFYJXY *SFSHNFQ WJUTWY &KYJIJW YMJ GZX
a demo of our new TV service, DRN ReadiTech StreamTV. A drawing §
was held for a 75” TV at each meeting, winners are below. Not picturegh
is our Edgeley winner, Dorothy B from Berlin.

CAPITAL CREDITS
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Your Wi-Fi
Your Rules.

A
Swipe through a scrollable a2 — ¥
carousel of tools—bandwidth | ww« ‘ ' .
tests, parental controls, guest ggmq -
network sharing, and more. e i

. Meet The New
\ DRN ReadiTech Wi-Fi App
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VACAT'ION RATES FOR SNOWBIRDS

Going south for the winter and wondering what to do with your telecommunications services while you're
gone? DRN offers vacation rates for customers who leave their residence for less than six months.

You can lower your monthly bill by putting your services on vacation rate. To place your service on vacation
rate, simply call DRN at 344-5000 to sign up or request online at drn.coop. A one-time service fee of $25
applies. There is no charge to reconnect within six months of placing service on vacation rate.

Get Gig!

o -

)

This November, donate 5 or moreg
goods at any DRN ReadiTech o @
receive a free upgrade to Gig-spe
Internet for the month of Decemb

Visit @FN.CO0P ' to learn more.

Help oircCemmuniRgive Bim€ohmectio

Donations will be given to local food pantries. Valid until Nov. 28, 2025. Call 344-5000 for more details.
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1l be our FINAL :
d hewsletter. NEW LISTINGS

Due to charjging costs and online communication preferences, Dickey 778
& TZW *SFQ UWNSYJI SJI\XQJYYJ City of Dickey.... ...........T78-7323
, ReadiTech, visit our website, our Facebook
gage, local newspapers and look for messages on your bill. Edgeley 493
Ramona Kelsh............... 493-2502
1 N V- 1 N -
. Ellendale 349
Interested in a class to learn Rooster’s COMmer............ 349-2337
about our new TV platform’) Fellows.......ccoooeveivennnnns 349:-2379
Gather 10 friends and family, pick a Gwinner 678
date, time and location — our experts City of Gwinner Auditors O ce

READITECH RIS
STREAM M

Call 344-5000 to schedule.

2026 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Attention parents of high school seniors (or students)!

DRN is passionate about supporting area youth and is proud to announce it will cotinue its Scholarship Program
in 2026 and will again participate in the Foundation for Rural Services (F® Scholarship. Students will need to
complete both online applications separately.

Watch for a new scholarship application at drn.coop. DRN will begin accepting applic ations December 15,
2025 for the 2026 scholarship program.

High school seniors are eligible if they attend a high school in one of the Coopative exchanges and/or their
parents or guardians are DRN subscribers. DRN awards a $500 scholarship to two gduating seniors from

each of the high schools in our territory. Applicants also must plan to attend a accredited college, university
or vocational school and indicate an interest in returning to a rual community following graduation to further

their career. Students meeting these criteria are encouraged to apply. DRN willso award a scholarship to a
student attending the Southeast Regional Career & Technology Centerral to a student majoring in business
administration at Trinity Bible College (TBC).

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 28, 2026.

For more details and to apply online, visit drn.coop/scholarship




"We are thrilled to

ade, and point levelSyPRN is proud to sippeft the community contribute to the well-
) by providing the building and overseeing the remod€ling process. “We aré being of our community
thrilled to contribute to the well-being of our community by supporting the by supporting the
establishment of the Ellendale Childcare Center,” said Kent Schimke, DRN establishment of the

(*4 ,JSIWFQ 2FSFLJW O9MNX NSNYNFYN[J STY TS Ellendale Childcare RNQN
and surrounding area but also aligns with DRN’s mission to enhance the Center,”
quality of life for its employees and the wider community.

DRN CEO/GM
Recognizing the community’s need for a childcare center, DRN has taken

steps to address the childcare shortages experienced by many of its
employees over the years, which have been a deterrent to hiring new staff or
WIYFNSNSL XYFKK 3TWYM )FPTYF NX KFHNSL F XNLSN*HFSY HMNQIHFW.
RFS® KFRNQNJX XYWZLLQNSL YT *SI FKKTWIFGQJ FSI FHHJIJXXNGQJ HFWJ
YT YMJ 3) -JFQYM -ZRFS 8JW[NHJX (MNQI (FWJ 5WT*QJ TK HMNQIW
UFWJSYX NS YMJ QFGTW KTWHJ WJXZQYNSL NS FUUWT]NRFYJQ" HMN
workforce. However, the capacity of state-licensed childcare programs is only 263.

Kent Schimke

Mertz Lumber has been contracted as the general contractor to remodel the facility, transforming it from a
HMNWTUWFHYNH TK*HJ YT F HMNQIHFWJ HIJSYJW 9MJ SJ\ KFHNQNY” \NQ
and after-school programs, as well as a commercial kitchen and a fenced playground. Sheila and Verla are
FHYN[JQ" FUUQ’\NSL KTW LWFSYX YT XJHZWJ YMJ SIJHIXXFW” JVZNURJSY

quarter of 2026. ‘ iy
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~VErla S

A ly with start-up
programs, state leaders, and local stakeholders to
address the growing childcare shortage.

Through strategic partnerships and community
engagement, Verla helps identify and implement
solutions that support the development of high-quality
childcare programs. She understands that a lack

of accessible, affordable childcare — coupled with
\TWPKTWHJ FSI MTZXNSL XMTWYFL
hinder community growth and sustainability. Verla’'s

mission is to help communities overcome these
barriers and build stronger, more resilient systems
that support families and economic development.
Her expertise and dedication serve as an invaluable
resource in our ongoing efforts to improve childcare
accessibility and quality.

DRN looks forward to welcoming children and families
to the Ellendale Childcare Center and is grateful for

the dedication of everyone involved in making this
vision a reality. Together, we are laying the foundation
for a brighter future in Ellendale and its surrounding
communities, one where every child has the
opportunity to thrive and every family feels supported.
Stay tuned for more updates as we approach our grand
opening in early 2026.

For more information regarding the Ellendale
Childcare Center, email Sheila at ellendalechildcare@
gmail.com.




Join Fiber Gaming Network

STEP 1: CREATE YOUR FREE
ACCOUNT

STEP 2: CONNECT YOUR
DISCORD

DRN Joins Nationwide
Fiber Gaming Network

STEP 3: ENSURE DISCORD
NOTIFICATIONS ARE TURNED

Gaming is now the #1 media providers and their subscribers. ON
channel with 3.4 billion global They have already partnered with

players. If you aren't a gamer 50+ rural broadband providers,

yourself, you probably know interconnecting them by delivering
someone who is. esports ecosystems and

) _ _ _ simulation game leagues.
Now imagine the gamer in your life

being able to compete in exclusive  Tournaments for Top Titles STEP 4: REGISTER FOR EVENTS
gaming tournaments and events By DRN ReadiTechpartnering IN THE FGN PORTAL

every single week for free. At with FGN,starting this holiday

DRN ReadiTech, we are excited season, you will have access to

to announce our partnership with weekly gaming tournaments for

the Fiber Gaming Network, giving some of the most popular games

customers on our 500 MB/500 MB  on every platform. Compete in free

Internet package or higher, access  tournaments for prizes in games

to free gaming competitions for all ~ such as Minecraft, Overwatch 2, STEP 5LOG ON EARLY AND
their favorite titles. Rocket League, Valorant, Super GET READY TO PLAY!

, Smash Bros., and many more!
Empowering Rural Gamers

Rural gamers often feel overlooked  Join The Action

and as if they lack competitive We are so excited to bring this WE'VE EI]T THE NETW[IRK

gaming opportunities. At DRN opportunity to our gaming

ReadiTech, we believe rural community. With weekly YUU BRING THE SI(".I.S
communities deserve the same tournaments, popular titles, prizes, &4 ALL CAN PLAY.
cutting-edge gaming experiences and no extra cost, there has never S THE BEST WILL WIN.
as everyone else. The team at been a better time to get in on

the Fiber Gaming Network (FGN) the action. Check out ourDRN

share this sentiment and that is ReadiTech Facebook page to learn §

why they have created a national more about when this service will

LFRNSL UQFYKTWR XU J BaddrtHive@rd for upcoming
IJXNLSJI KTW WZWFQ *@JW desaisIWSJY
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This institution is an equal-opportunity provider and employer.

DRN

A BROADBAND COOPERATIVE

PO Box 69
Ellendale, ND 58436

Happy holiday:

& thank you for
being a member!

IWT QH“EGU YKNN DG ENQ
following days for our staff to
spend time with loved ones:

Veteran's Day ¢ Tuesday, Nov. 11
Thanksgiving ¢ Thursday, Nov. 27
& Friday, Nov. 28
Christmas Day « Thursday, Dec. 25
New Year’s Day ¢ Thursday, Jan. 1



